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1
MICRO-LED ARRAY TRANSFER

BACKGROUND

The present application relates to micro-light emitting
diodes (LEDs) which are present on a display substrate, and
more particularly to various methods of transferring micro-
LEDs from a temporary support substrate to a surface of a
display substrate.

A light emitting diode (LED) is a two-lead semiconductor
light source. An LED is a p-n junction diode, which emits
light when activated. When a suitable voltage is applied to
the leads, electrons are able to recombine with electron holes
within the device, releasing energy in the form of photons.
This effect is called electroluminescene, and the color of the
light (corresponding to the energy of the photon) is deter-
mined by the energy band gap of the semiconductor material
used to provide the p-n junction.

There is an interest in fabricating high resolution display
technology using multiple colored micro-LEDs (i.e., LED
chiplets) to form individual pixels. An important challenge
lies in the precise placement of individual micro-LEDs
corresponding to the different colors. Although technologies
exist which combine temporary bonding and release of
singulated LEDs, the placement precision required, while
retaining high throughput and low-cost, remains lacking.

SUMMARY

Methods of transferring micro-array LEDs of various
colors onto a surface of a display substrate are provided. The
transferring includes releasing micro-LEDs of a specific
color from a structure that includes a releasable material
onto a display substrate. The releasable material may be a
laser ablatable material or a material that is readily dissolved
in a specific etchant.

In one embodiment, the method includes providing, in
any order, a first structure containing a plurality of adhesive
structures on a surface of a release layer that is located on a
handler substrate, and a second structure containing a first
set of LEDs on a temporary support substrate. Next, a
preselected number of LEDs of the first set of LEDs is
transferred to the first structure by adhering a physically
exposed surface of each adhesive structure to one of the
LEDs of the first set of LEDs. The preselected number of
LEDs of the first set of LEDs that have been transferred to
the first structure are now transferred to a surface of a
display substrate by contacting a physically exposed surface
of each of the preselected number of LEDs of the first set of
LED:s to the surface of the display substrate and removing
the release layer. These steps may be repeated at least twice
to transfer a second set of LEDs and a third set or LEDs to
the display substrate, wherein the transferred first set of
LEDs emits a first color, the transferred second set of LEDs
emits a second color that differs from the first color, and
wherein the transferred third set of LEDs emits a third color
that is different from the first color and the second color.

In another embodiment, the method includes providing, in
any order, a first structure containing a release layer that is
located on a handler substrate, and a second structure
containing a first set of LEDs on a temporary support
substrate, wherein an adhesive structure is located on a
surface of a preselected number of the LEDs of the first set
of LEDs. Next, the preselected number of LEDs of the first
set of LEDs is transferred to the release layer of the first
structure by adhering a physically exposed surface of each
adhesive structure to the release layer. The preselected
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number of LEDs of the first set of LEDs is thereafter
transferred from the first structure to a surface of a display
substrate, wherein the second transferring includes contact-
ing a physically exposed surface of each of the preselected
number of LEDs of the first set of LEDs to the surface of the
display substrate and removing the release layer. These steps
may be repeated at least twice to transfer a second set of
LEDs and a third set or LEDs to the display substrate,
wherein the transferred first set of LEDs emits a first color,
the transferred second set of LEDs emits a second color that
differs from the first color, and wherein the transferred third
set of LEDs emits a third color that is different from the first
color and the second color.

In a further embodiment, the method includes providing
a first set of LED chiplets on a surface of a temporary
support substrate; and transferring a predetermined number
of LED chiplets of the first set of LED chiplets to a display
substrate by releasing the predetermined number of LED
chiplets from temporary support substrate. These steps may
be repeated at least twice to transfer a second set of LEDs
and a third set or LEDs to the display substrate, wherein the
transferred first set of LEDs emits a first color, the trans-
ferred second set of LEDs emits a second color that differs
from the first color, and wherein the transferred third set of
LEDs emits a third color that is different from the first color
and the second color.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF SEVERAL VIEWS OF
THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a cross sectional view of a first exemplary
structure including a release layer located on a surface of a
handler substrate that can be employed in accordance with
an embodiment of the present application.

FIG. 2 is a cross sectional view of the first exemplary
structure of FIG. 1 after forming a photo-patternable adhe-
sive layer on a physically exposed surface of the release
layer.

FIG. 3 is a cross sectional view of the first exemplary
structure of FIG. 2 after patterning the photo-patternable
adhesive layer to provide a plurality of adhesive structures
on the release layer.

FIG. 4 is a cross sectional view of a second exemplary
structure including a first set of light emitting diodes (LEDs)
on a surface of a temporary support substrate that can be
employed in accordance with an embodiment of the present
application.

FIG. 5 is a cross sectional view of the first and second
exemplary structures shown in FIGS. 3 and 4 after position-
ing the first exemplary structure of FIG. 3 in proximity to the
second exemplary structure of FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 is a cross sectional view of the first and second
exemplary structures shown in FIG. 5 after bringing the first
exemplary structure in physical contact with the second
exemplary structure such that each adhesive structure con-
tacts, and adheres to, one of the LEDs of the first set of
LEDs.

FIG. 7 is a cross sectional view of the two exemplary
structures shown in FIG. 6 after removing the first exem-
plary structure containing LEDs of the first set of LEDs
adhered to the adhesive structures from the second exem-
plary structure.

FIG. 8 is a cross sectional view after positioning the first
exemplary structure containing LEDs of the first set of LEDs
adhered to the adhesive structure shown in FIG. 7 in
proximity to a display substrate.



US 10,559,555 B2

3

FIG. 9 is a cross sectional view of the two exemplary
structures shown FIG. 8 after transferring the LEDs of the
first set of LEDs to the display substrate.

FIG. 10 is a cross sectional view of the display substrate
of FIG. 9 after transferring a second set of LEDs that emit
a different color than the first set of LEDs to the display
substrate by repeating the processing steps illustrated in
FIGS. 1-9, with an offset.

FIG. 11 is a cross sectional view of the display substrate
of FIG. 10 after transferring a third set of LEDs that emit a
different color than both the first and second sets of LEDs to
the display substrate by repeating the processing steps
illustrated in FIGS. 1-9, with another offset.

FIG. 12 is a cross sectional view of a third exemplary
structure including a first set of light emitting diodes (LEDs)
on a surface of a temporary support substrate, wherein a
photo-patternable adhesive layer laterally surrounds and is
present above each LED of the first set of LEDs that can be
employed in accordance with an embodiment of the present
application.

FIG. 13 is a cross sectional view of the third exemplary
structure of FIG. 12 after patterning the photo-patternable
adhesive layer to provide a plurality of adhesive structures
located on a preselected number of LEDs of the first set of
LEDs.

FIG. 14 is a cross sectional view after bringing the first
exemplary structure of FIG. 1 in physically contact with the
third exemplary structure shown in FIG. 13 such that each
adhesive structure contacts, and adheres to, the release layer.

FIG. 15 is a cross sectional view of the exemplary
structures shown in FIG. 14 after removing the first exem-
plary structure containing the adhered LEDs located on the
release layer from the third exemplary structure.

FIG. 16 is a cross sectional view after positioning the first
exemplary structure of FIG. 15 containing the adhered LEDs
located on the release layer in proximity to a display
substrate.

FIG. 17 is a cross sectional view of FIG. 16 after
transferring the LEDs of the first set of LEDs to the display
substrate.

FIG. 18 is a cross sectional view of a fourth exemplary
structure including a base semiconductor substrate, a metal
stressor layer and a handle substrate that can be employed in
another embodiment of the present application.

FIG. 19 is a cross sectional view of the fourth exemplary
structure shown in FIG. 18 afier spalling in which a spalled
structure is provided.

FIG. 20 is a cross sectional view of the spalled structure
of FIG. 19 after mounting the spalled structure on a tem-
porary support substrate and removing the handle substrate.

FIG. 21 is a cross sectional view of the structure shown
in FIG. 20 after removing the metal stressor layer and LED
processing.

FIG. 22 is a cross sectional view of a fifth exemplary
structure including a plurality of pre-LED chiplets located
on a surface of a base semiconductor substrate.

FIG. 23 is a cross sectional view of the fifth exemplary
structure of FIG. 22 after forming a metal stressor layer
laterally surrounding and located above each pre-LED chip-
let and forming a handle substrate on the metal stressor
layer.

FIG. 24 is a cross sectional view of the fifth exemplary
structure shown in FIG. 23 after spalling in which a spalled
structure is provided.
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FIG. 25 is a cross sectional view of the spalled structure
of FIG. 24 after mounting the spalled structure on a tem-
porary support substrate, and removing the handle substrate
and the metal stressor layer.

FIG. 26 is a cross sectional view of the fifth exemplary
structure of FIG. 22 after forming discrete metal stressor
structures, each discrete metal stressor structure laterally
surrounds and is located above one of the pre-LED chiplets,
and forming a handle substrate above each discrete metal
stressor structure.

FIG. 27 is a cross sectional view of the fifth exemplary
structure of FIG. 26 after spalling in which a spalled
structure is provided.

FIG. 28 is a cross sectional view of the spalled structure
of FIG. 27 after mounting the spalled structure onto a
temporary support substrate, and removing the handle sub-
strate and each discrete metal stressor structure.

FIG. 29 is a cross sectional view of a sixth exemplary
structure that includes discrete metal stressor structures
located on a surface of a base semiconductor and a handle
substrate located atop each discrete metal stressor structure.

FIG. 30 is a cross sectional of the seventh exemplary
structure of FIG. 29 after spalling in which a spalled
structure is provided.

FIG. 31 is a cross sectional view of the spalled structure
of FIG. 30 after mounting the spalled structure on a tem-
porary support substrate, and removing the handle substrate
and each discrete metal stressor structure.

FIG. 32 is a cross sectional view of the sixth exemplary
structure of FIG. 31 after LED processing.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present application will now be described in greater
detail by referring to the following discussion and drawings
that accompany the present application. It is noted that the
drawings of the present application are provided for illus-
trative purposes only and, as such, the drawings are not
drawn to scale. It is also noted that like and corresponding
elements are referred to by like reference numerals.

In the following description, numerous specific details are
set forth, such as particular structures, components, materi-
als, dimensions, processing steps and techniques, in order to
provide an understanding of the various embodiments of the
present application. However, it will be appreciated by one
of ordinary skill in the art that the various embodiments of
the present application may be practiced without these
specific details. In other instances, well-known structures or
processing steps have not been described in detail in order
to avoid obscuring the present application.

It will be understood that when an element as a layer,
region or substrate is referred to as being “on” or “over”
another element, it can be directly on the other element or
intervening elements may also be present. In contrast, when
an element is referred to as being “directly on” or “directly
over” another element, there are no intervening elements
present. It will also be understood that when an element is
referred to as being “beneath” or “under” another element,
it can be directly beneath or under the other element, or
intervening elements may be present. In contrast, when an
element is referred to as being “directly beneath” or
“directly under” another element, there are no intervening
elements present.

Referring first to FIGS. 1-11, there is illustrated a first
method of the present application in which micro-LEDs
(i.e., LED chiplets) of various colors (e.g., red, blue and
green) can be transferred to a display substrate by utilizing
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a photo-patternable polymer and a release layer. In this
embodiment, a structure is provided that includes a plurality
of adhesive structures located on a surface of a release layer
which is present on a handler substrate. This structure is then
brought into contact with another structure containing a
plurality of LEDs that emit a first color such that the each
patterned adhesive structure contacts, and adheres to, one of
the LEDs. Some of the LEDs are thus transferred to the
structure containing the handler substrate, the release layer
and the plurality of adhesive structures. This structure is then
brought into contact with a display substrate and thereafter
the LEDs and the adhesive structures are transferred to the
display substrate utilizing a release process such as, for
example, laser ablation, to transfer each of the LEDs and the
adhesive structures to the display substrate. This processing
can be repeated at least twice to transfer a second set of
LEDs that emit a second color and a third set of LEDs that
emit a third color to the display substrate. In the present
application, the first color is different from the second color,
and the third color is different from both the first and second
colors.

Referring first to FIG. 1, there is illustrated a first exem-
plary structure that can be employed in accordance with an
embodiment of the present application. The first exemplary
structure of FIG. 1 includes a release layer 12 located on a
surface of a handler substrate 10. In the embodiment illus-
trated, the release layer 12 is a continuous layer that is
present on an entirety of the handler substrate 10.

The first exemplary structure of FIG. 1 can be formed by
first providing the handler substrate 10. The handler sub-
strate 10 may be composed of any handler material includ-
ing, but not limited to, glass or silicon. The handler substrate
10 may have a thickness from 500 microns to 1000 microns.
Other thicknesses that are lesser than, or greater than, the
aforementioned thickness values may also be used as the
thickness of the handler substrate 10.

After providing the handler substrate 10, release layer 12
is formed on a surface of the handler substrate 10. In one
embodiment, the release layer 12 may include any laser
ablatable material that can be readily removed from the
handler substrate 10 during a subsequent laser ablation
process. In such an embodiment, release layer 12 may be
referred to as a laser release layer. Laser ablation is a process
of removing a material from a surface of another material by
irradiating the material with a laser beam. In one example,
the laser ablatable material that can be used as the release
layer 12 is a carbon black rich polymer such as, for example,
3M LTHC®. By ‘carbon black rich’, it meant a polymeric
material that contains greater than 20 wt. % carbon black.

In another embodiment, the release layer 12 may be a
material that can be selectively dissolved in a suitable
etchant. In one example, BrewerBOND® 701 (Brewer Sci-
ence, Inc), may be used as a release layer 12 that may be
dissolved in an etchant.

The release layer 12 may be formed utilizing a deposition
process such as, for example, chemical vapor deposition,
plasma enhanced chemical vapor deposition, evaporation, or
spin-on coating. The release layer 12 may have a thickness
from 100 nm to 2000 nm. Other thicknesses that are lesser
than, or greater than, the aforementioned thickness values
may also be used as the thickness of the release layer 12.

Referring now to FIG. 2, there is illustrated the first
exemplary structure of FIG. 1 after forming a photo-pat-
ternable adhesive layer 14 on a physically exposed surface
of the release layer 12. As is shown, the photo-patternable
adhesive layer 14 is a continuous layer that is formed on an
entirety of the release layer 12. The photo-patternable adhe-

20

25

40

45

60

65

6

sive layer 14 includes any photoimageable polymeric mate-
rial that can be patterned directly, without utilizing a sepa-
rate photoresist material. Examples of photoimageable
polymers that can be used in the present application include,
but are not limited to, polydimethylsiloxane, photo-pattern-
able silicon, BCB (i.e., benzocyclobutene) or PSPI (i.e., a
photosensitive polyimide). The photo-patternable adhesive
layer 14 may be formed utilizing a deposition process such
as, for example, chemical vapor deposition, plasma
enhanced chemical vapor deposition, evaporation or spin-on
coating. The photo-patternable adhesive layer 14 may have
a thickness from 5,000 nm to 20,000 nm. Other thicknesses
that are lesser than, or greater than, the aforementioned
thickness values may also be used as the thickness of the
photo-patternable adhesive layer 14.

Referring now to FIG. 3, there is illustrated the first
exemplary structure of FIG. 2 after patterning the photo-
patternable adhesive layer 14 to provide a plurality of
adhesive structures 14P on the release layer 12. Each adhe-
sive structure 14P is composed of a remaining portion of the
photo-patternable adhesive layer 14 (i.e., a photo-patterned
adhesive). The patterning of the photo-patternable adhesive
layer 14 may be performed by exposing the photo-pattern-
able adhesive layer 14 to a desired pattern of radiation, and
developing the exposed photo-patternable adhesive layer 14
utilizing a conventional resist developer. No separate pho-
toresist material or a pattern transfer etch is required to
pattern the photo-patternable adhesive layer 14.

Each adhesive structure 14P that is formed is spaced apart
from a neighboring adhesive structure 14P. Thus, there is no
direct physical contact between the various adhesive struc-
tures 14P that are formed on the release layer 12. Each
adhesive structure 14P is designed to have a shape and
dimension of a micro-LED. In one embodiment, each adhe-
sive structure 14P has a length from 3000 nm to 100,000 nm
and a width from 3000 nm to 100,000 nm. Other lengths and
widths are also contemplated and thus the present applica-
tion is not limited to using the aforementioned lengths and
widths.

Referring now to FIG. 4, there is illustrated a second
exemplary structure including a first set of light emitting
diodes (LEDs) 18 on a surface of a temporary support
substrate 16 that can be employed in accordance with an
embodiment of the present application.

In one embodiment, the temporary support substrate 16
may be composed of a handler material such as, for example,
glass or silicon. In another embodiment, the temporary
support substrate 16 may be composed of an adhesive tape
or polymeric film. In such an embodiment, the adhesive tape
or polymeric film should have an adhesive strength that is
less than the adhesive strength of the adhesive structures
14P. The temporary support substrate 16 may have a thick-
ness from 500 microns to 1000 microns. Other thicknesses
that are lesser than, or greater than, the aforementioned
thickness values may also be used as the thickness of the
temporary support substrate 16.

Each LED 18 of the first set of LEDs that is located on the
temporary support substrate 16 is a micro-LED (i.e., a LED
chiplet; the term “chiplet” is used throughout the present
application to denote a LED that has been selected from a
larger structure). Each LED 18 of the first set of LEDs emits
a first color (i.e., one of red, blue or green).

Each LED 18 of the first set of LEDs includes a first
semiconductor material of a first conductivity type and a
second semiconductor material of a second conductivity
type that is opposite from the first conductivity type (in this
embodiment, the specific semiconductor material layers are
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not shown). In one embodiment, the first semiconductor
material 1s located directly above or directly below the
second semiconductor material. In another embodiment, the
first semiconductor material is located laterally adjacent and
in direct contact with the second semiconductor material.
The LEDs 18 also include contact structures (not separately
shown) composed of an ohmic metal or metal alloy that
contact the various semiconductor materials that provide the
LEDs 18.

The first and second semiconductor materials of the LED
18 include any semiconductor material or combination of
semiconductor materials that when a suitable voltage is
applied thereto, electrons are able to recombine with elec-
tron holes, releasing energy in the form of photons. The term
“semiconductor material” is used throughout the present
application to denote a material that exhibits semiconducting
properties. Depending on the energy band gap of the first and
second semiconductor materials, various colors such as, for
example, red, blue or green, can be subsequently emitted
therefrom. In one embodiment, the first and second semi-
conductor materials of the LED 18 are both composed of a
1II-V semiconductor compound material such as for
example, GaN or GaAs.

In one embodiment, the first conductivity type is p-type
and the second conductivity type is n-type. In another
embodiment, the first conductivity type is n-type and the
second conductivity type is p-type. The term “p-type” refers
to the addition of impurities to an intrinsic semiconductor
material that creates deficiencies of valence electrons.
“N-type” refers to the addition of impurities that contributes
free electrons to an intrinsic semiconductor. The concentra-
tion of dopants that provide the first and second conductivity
types may be from 1x10'® atoms/cm’ to 5x10*" atoms/cm®;
other dopant concentrations as possible so long as a p-n
junction is provided between the first and second semicon-
ductor materials that provide the LED.

The LEDs 18 can be formed utilizing any well known
process. In one embodiment, the LEDs 18 may be formed
utilizing a spalling (i.e., a material removal process). Spal-
ling is a useful technique in creating thin film devices by
fracturing a surface of a crystalline substrate through use of
stress created by differences in material properties of the
material to be fractured and a stressor material. In embodi-
ments in which spalling is employed, a base semiconductor
substrate containing at least one material that provides the
LED 18 is first provided: other device components may be
formed upon the base semiconductor substrate. Next, a
stressor layer such as a layer of nickel is formed on top of
the base semiconductor substrate, wherein the stressor layer
is deposited to a thickness sufficient to permit mechanically-
assisted spalling of the base semiconductor substrate. A
handle layer such as an adhesive tape is then formed on
stressor layer and thereafter a spalled structure including a
portion of the base semiconductor substrate is removed from
the original base semiconductor substrate by pulling the
handle layer away from the base semiconductor substrate.

Each LED 18 may have any shape and dimension. In one
example, each LED 18 has a length from 3000 nm to
100,000 nm, a width from 3000 nm to 100,000 nm and a
height from 3000 nm to 100,000 nm. Other lengths, widths
and heights are also contemplated and thus the present
application is not limited to using the aforementioned
lengths, widths and heights.

Each LED 18 can be mounted to the temporary support
substrate 16 utilizing any conventional mounting process
such as, for example, thermal compression wafer bonding.
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Next, and as is shown in FIG. 5, the first exemplary
structure of FI1G. 3 is positioned in proximity to the second
exemplary structure of FIG. 4. In the illustrated embodi-
ment, the first exemplary structure of FIG. 3 is positioned
above the second exemplary structure of FIG. 4. In other
embodiments, the first exemplary structure of FIG. 3 may be
positioned beneath the second exemplary structure of FIG.
4. In either embodiment, the positioning is such that the
surface of the first exemplary structure of FIG. 3 containing
the adhesive structures 14P is facing the surface of the
second exemplary structure of FIG. 4 including the LEDs
18. As is shown, the positioning is such that each adhesive
structure 14P of the first exemplary structure is aligned over
a single LED 18 of the second exemplary structure. The
positioning may be performed by hand or by any mechanical
means such as, for example, a robot arm.

Referring now to FIG. 6, there is illustrated the first and
second exemplary structures shown in FI1G. § after bringing
the first exemplary structure in physical contact with the
second exemplary structure such that each adhesive struc-
ture 14P contacts, and adheres to, one of the LEDs 18 of the
first set of LEDs. The contacting may be performed by hand
or by any mechanical means such as, for example, a robot
arm. The contacting is typically, but not necessarily always,
performed in the presence of an external force to ensure
complete adhesive between the adhesive structures 14P and
the LEDs 18. The external force may be provided above or
below the contacted structures shown in FIG. 6.

Referring now to FIG. 7, there is illustrated the two
exemplary structures shown in FIG. 6 after removing the
first exemplary structure containing LEDs 18 of the first set
of LEDs adhered to the adhesive structures 14P from the
second exemplary structure. The removal of the first exem-
plary structure containing LEDs 18 of the first set of LEDs
adhered to the adhesive structures 14P from the second
exemplary structure may be performed by hand or by
mechanical means such as, for example, a robot arm, and
includes pulling apart the two structures. At this point of the
present application, the LEDs 18 of the first set of LEDs 18
are adhered to (and thus transferred to) the release layer 12
that is present on the handler substrate 10, and are ready to
be transferred to a display substrate.

Next, and as shown in FIG. 8, the first exemplary structure
of FIG. 7 containing LEDs 18 of the first set of LEDs
adhered to the adhesive structure 14P is positioned in
proximity to a display substrate 20. The positioning may be
performed by hand or by any mechanical means such as, for
example, a robot arm.

In the illustrated embodiment, the first exemplary struc-
ture of FIG. 7 is positioned above the display substrate 20.
In other embodiments, the first exemplary structure of FIG.
7 may be positioned beneath the display substrate 20. In
either embodiment, the positioning is such that the physi-
cally exposed surface of each LED 18 is facing a surface of
the display substrate 20.

The display substrate 20 typically has bond pads (not
shown) located in areas in which LEDs 18 are to be
subsequently transferred to. Bond pads can be composed of
a metal or metal alloy such as, for example, titanium, gold,
copper, tungsten, palladium, platinum and alloys thereof,
and can be formed by depositing the metal or metal alloy and
thereafter patterning the deposited metal or metal alloy.
Patterning may be performed by lithography and etching as
is well known to those skilled in the art. The bond pads may
include a solder material which can provide a permanent
bond between the transferred LEDs 18 and the bond pads.
Examples of solder materials include, for example indium,
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bismuth, gold, silver, tin or alloys thereof. The solder
material can be formed utilizing conventional techniques
that are well known to those skilled in the art on a surface
of each bond pad prior to subsequent bonding of LEDs 18
to the bond pads. In some embodiments, a solder material
may be formed on the LEDs 18 prior to bonding. In yet
another embodiment, solder material can be formed on both
the bond pads and LEDs 18 prior to bonding. During a
subsequently performed anneal, the solder material forms a
soldered joint, i.e., permanent bond, between the LEDs 18
and the bond pads that are present on the display substrate
20.

The display substrate 20 (which may also be referred to as
a receiving substrate) may include various materials such as,
for example, a semiconductor material, an insulator or any
combination thereof. When a semiconductor material is
employed as the display substrate 20, the semiconductor
material that provides the display substrate 20 includes, but
is not limited to, silicon (Si), germanium (Ge), silicon
germanium alloys (SiGe), silicon germanium carbide (Si-
GeC), ITI-V compound semiconductors or II-VI compound
semiconductors. III-V compound semiconductors are mate-
rials that include at least one element from Group III of the
Periodic Table of Elements and at least one element from
Group V of the Periodic Table of Elements. II-VI compound
semiconductors are materials that include at least one ele-
ment from Group II of the Periodic Table of Flements and
at least one element from Group VI of the Periodic Table of
Elements.

When a semiconductor material is employed as the dis-
play substrate 20, the semiconductor material may be a
single material or a combination of semiconductor materials.
In some embodiments, a semiconductor-on-insulator includ-
ing a handle substrate, a buried oxide, and a top semicon-
ductor material may be used as the display substrate 20.

The insulator material that may be employed as the
display substrate 20 includes any electrical insulating mate-
rial such as, for example, glass, a ceramic (such as a carbide,
an oxide or a nitride), and/or a plastic. The insulator material
that can provide the display substrate 20 may be composed
of a single electrical insulating material or a combination of
electrical insulating materials. In some embodiments, a
material stack, in any order, of a semiconductor material and
an insulator material may be employed as display substrate
20.

The display substrate 20 may have a thickness from few
microns (e.g., 2 microns) to a few millimeters (e.g., 3
millimeters). Other thicknesses that are lesser than, or
greater than, the aforementioned thickness values may be
employed as the thickness of display substrate 20.

In one embodiment and as shown in FIG. 8, the display
substrate 20 includes an entirely planar topmost surface in
which the LEDs 18 will be subsequently transferred to. In
other embodiments, the LEDs 18 can be transferred to an
opening formed in the display substrate 20 or a mesa portion
of the display substrate 20. The openings and mesa portions
can be formed by patterning the display substrate 20. When
such embodiments are employed, patterning may include
lithography and etching.

Next, and as shown in FIG. 9, the LEDs 18 of the first set
of LEDs are transferred from the handler substrate 10 to the
display substrate 20. The transferring of the LEDs 18
includes bringing the two exemplary structures shown in
FIG. 8 into intimate contact with each such that a physically
exposed surface of the LED 18 contacts a surface (e.g., a
bond pad) of the display substrate 20. The physical contact-
ing may be performed by hand or by mechanical means such
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as a robot arm. The physical contacting is such that a
physical exposed surface of the LEDs is in contact with a
surface (i.e., bond pads) of the display substrate 20. An
external force may or may not be applied during the con-
tacting. After contacting, each LED 18 and its corresponding
adhesive structure 14P are released from the hander sub-
strate 10 by performing a release process which removes the
release layer 12 from the structure. In one embodiment, and
when the release layer 12 is composed of a laser ablatable
material, laser ablation can be used to remove the release
layer 12 from the handler substrate 10 and thus transfer the
LEDs 18 to the display substrate 20. In another embodiment,
and when the release layer 12 is composed of a dissolvable
material, a chemical etchant can be used to selectively
remove the release layer 12 from the structure. The adhesive
structures 14P may be removed utilizing a conventional
material removal process such as, for example, planarization
or by utilizing a chemical etchant that is selective in remov-
ing each adhesive structure 14P. The adhesive structures 14P
may be removed any time after the transfer process has been
completed.

In some embodiments, an anneal may be performed to
form a permanent bond between the surface (bond pads) of
the display substrate 20 and each LED 18. The anneal may
form a solder joint as mentioned above. The anneal (i.e.,
bonding anneal) may be performed at a temperature from
100° C. to 1000° C., depending on the annealing time.
Typically higher temperature requires less annealing time.
Annealing can be done by rapid thermal anneal (RTP), laser
anneal, flash anneal, furnace anneal, or any suitable combi-
nation of those techniques. In one embodiment, the anneal is
performed at 400° C. for 30 seconds. Other temperatures
may also be used as long as the anneal temperature is
capable of forming a permanent bond. In some embodi-
ments, the anneal may be performed in an inert ambient such
as, for example, helium and/or argon. In other embodiments,
the anneal may be performed in a forming gas ambient. The
duration of the anneal may vary so long as the duration of
the anneal causes the formation of a permanent bond
between each transferred LED 18 and the contact surface of
the display substrate 20.

Referring now to FIG. 10, there is illustrated the display
substrate 20 of FIG. 9 after transferring a second set of LEDs
22 to the display substrate 20 by repeating the processing
steps illustrated in FIGS. 1-9, with an offset such that each
LED 22 of the second set of LEDs is not formed in contact
with LEDs 18 of the first set of LEDs. Each LED 22 of the
second set of LEDs emits a second color that differs from the
color that each LED 18 of the first set of LEDs emits.

Referring now to FIG. 11, there is illustrated the display
substrate 20 of FIG. 10 after transferring a third set of LEDs
24 1o the display substrate 20 by repeating the processing
steps illustrated in FIGS. 1-9, with another offset such that
each LED 24 of the third set of LEDs is not formed in
contact with any of LEDs 18 and LEDs 22. Each LED 24 of
the third set of LEDs emits a third color that differs from the
color emitted by each LEDs 18 and a color emitted by each
LED 22.

Reference is now made to FIGS. 12-17 which illustrates
a second method of the present application in which micro-
LEDs (i.e., LED chiplets) of various colors (e.g., red, blue
and green) can be transferred to a display substrate by
utilizing a photo-patternable polymer and a release layer. In
this embodiment of the present application, a structure is
provided that includes a first set of LEDs that emit a first
color which are located on a temporary support substrate. An
adhesive structure composed of a photo-patterned adhesive
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is formed on a preselected number of the LEDs of the first
set of LEDs, some of LEDs of the first set of LEDs do not
necessarily include the adhesive structure. This structure is
then brought into contact with a structure containing a
release layer located on a surface of a handler substrate such
that each adhesive structure and an adhered LED of the first
set of LEDs is transferred to the release layer present on the
handler substrate. This structure is then brought into contact
with a display substrate and thereafter the LEDs and the
adhesive structures are transferred to the display substrate
utilizing a release process such as, for example laser ablation
or contact with an etchant, to transfer each of the LEDs and
the adhesive structures to the display substrate. This pro-
cessing can be repeated at least twice to transfer a second set
of LEDs that emit a second color and a third set of LEDs that
emit a third color to the display substrate. In the present
application, the first color is different from the second color,
and the third color is different from both the first and third
colors.

Referring first to FIG. 12, there is illustrated a third
exemplary structure that can be employed in the second
method of the present application. The third exemplary
structure of FIG. 12 includes a first set of light emitting
diodes (LEDs) 52 on a surface of a temporary support
substrate 50, wherein a photo-patternable adhesive layer 54
laterally surrounds and is present above each LED 52 of the
first set of LEDs.

The temporary support substrate 50 of this method of the
present application may include one of the materials men-
tioned above for temporary support substrate 16. The tem-
porary support substrate 50 may have a thickness within the
thickness range mentioned above for temporary support
substrate 16.

LEDs 52 of the first set of LEDs are micro-LEDs and
include materials as mentioned above for LEDs 18. LEDs 52
of the first set of LEDs can be formed utilizing the tech-
niques mentioned above for forming LEDs 18. Each LED 52
of the first set of LEDs emits a first color (i.e., one of red,
blue or green).

The photo-patternable adhesive layer 54 that is employed
in the second method may include one of the photo-pattern-
able materials mentioned above for photo-patternable adhe-
sive layer 14. The photo-patternable adhesive layer 54 can
be formed utilizing one of the deposition processes men-
tioned above for photo-patternable adhesive layer 14. The
photo-patternable adhesive layer 54 has a thickness which is
sufficient to cover the topmost surface of each LED 52 of the
first set of LEDs. In one embodiment, the thickness of the
photo-patternable adhesive layer 54 can be from 5,000 nm
to 20,000 nm.

Referring now to FIG. 13, there is illustrated the third
exemplary structure of FIG. 12 after patterning the photo-
patternable adhesive layer 54 to provide a plurality of
adhesive structures 54P located on a preselected number of
LEDs 52 of the first set of LEDs. While the present embodi-
ment describes and illustrates an embodiment in which the
adhesive structures are formed only on some of the LEDs
52, it is within the scope of the present application to form
an adhesive structure 54P on each of the LEDs 52 of the first
set of LEDs.

Each adhesive structure 54P is composed of a remaining
portion of the photo-patternable adhesive layer 54 (i.e., a
photo-patterned adhesive). The patterning of the photo-
patternable adhesive layer 54 may be performed by exposing
the photo-patternable adhesive layer 54 to a desired pattern
of radiation, and developing the exposed photo-patternable
adhesive layer 54 utilizing a conventional resist developer.
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No separate photoresist material or a pattern transfer etch is
required to pattern the photo-patternable adhesive layer 54.

Each adhesive structure 54P that is formed is spaced apart
from a neighboring adhesive structure 54P. Thus, there is no
direct physical contact between the various adhesive struc-
tures 54P. Each adhesive structure 54P is designed to have
a shape and dimension of LED 52. As such, the sidewalls of
each adhesive structure 54P are vertically aligned with the
sidewalls one of the LEDs 52.

Next, and as shown in FIG. 14, the first exemplary
structure of FIG. 1 is brought in physically contact with the
third exemplary structure shown in FIG. 13 such that each
adhesive structure 54P contacts, and adheres to, the release
layer 12 The physical contacting may be performed by hand
or by mechanical means such as a robot arm. The physical
contacting is such that a physical exposed surface of each
adhesive structure 54P is in contact with a surface of the
release layer 12. In some embodiments, an external force
may be applied during the contacting to facilitate the adhe-
sive of the adhesive structures 54P and the release layer 12.
In accordance with the present application, the adhesive
force between the adhesive structures 54P and the release
layer 12 is greater than the force that holds the LEDs 52 on
the surface of the temporary support substrate 50.

Referring now to FIG. 15, there is illustrated the structure
of FIG. 14 after removing the first exemplary structure
containing the adhered LEDs (52/54P) located on the release
layer 12 from the temporary support substrate 50 of the third
exemplary structure. The removal of the first exemplary
structure containing the adhered LEDs (52/54P) located on
the release layer 12 can be performed by pulling apart the
two structures. The pulling apart may be performed by hand
or by mechanical means.

Next, and as shown in FIG. 16, the first exemplary
structure of FIG. 15 containing the adhered LEDs (52/54P)
located on the release layer 12 is brought in proximity to a
display substrate 20. Display substrate 20 of this embodi-
ment is the same as display mentioned in the previous
embodiment of the present application. Display substrate 20
may include bond pads (with or without a solder material)
located on a surface thereof. The bringing of the two
structures in proximity to each other may be performed by
hand or by the use of mechanical means such as, for
example, a robot arm. The two structures shown in FIG. 16
may be oriented in any order so long as a physically exposed
surface of the LED 52 of the first set of LEDs faces a surface
of the display substrate 20.

Next, and as shown in FIG. 17, the LEDs 52 of the first
set LEDs together with the adhesive structures 54 are
transferred to the display substrate 20. The transferring of
LEDs 52 includes bringing the two exemplary structures
shown in FIG. 16 into intimate contact with each such that
a physically exposed surface of the LED 52 contacts a
surface of the display substrate 20. The physical contacting
may be performed by hand or by mechanical means such as
a robot arm. The physical contacting is such that a physical
exposed surface of the LEDs 52 is in contact with a surface
(i.e., bond pads) of the display substrate 20. An external
force may or may not be applied during the contacting. After
contacting, each LED 52 and its corresponding adhesive
structure 54P is released from the hander substrate 10 by
performing a release process such as, for example, laser
ablation or contacting with an etchant, which removes the
release layer 12 from the structure. The adhesive structures
54P may be removed utilizing a conventional material
removal process such as, for example, planarization or
etching.
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In some embodiments, an anneal may be performed to
form a permanent bond between the surface (bond pads) of
the display substrate 20 and each LED 52. The anneal may
form solder joint as mentioned above. The anneal employed
in this embodiment may include conditions mentioned
above in the annealing that can be used in the first method
of the present application.

The above processing steps described and illustrated in
FIGS. 12-17 may be repeated at least twice to transfer a
second set of LEDs that emit a second color and a third set
of LEDs that emit a third color to the display substrate 20
including the first set of LEDs 52. In this embodiment, the
second color emitted by each of LED of the second set of
LEDs is different from the color emitted by LEDs 52, and
the color of each LED of the third set of LEDs is different
from the color emitted by both LEDs 52 and each LED of
the second set of LEDs. As in the case of the previous
embodiment of the present application, the LEDs of the first,
second and third sets of LEDs that are transferred to the
display substrate 20 are not in physically contact with each
other.

Reference is now made to FIGS. 18-32 in which LED
chiplets are formed utilizing a spalling process. FIGS. 18-21
describe and illustrate a first spalling process in which LEDs
chiplets are formed from a spalled material portion of a base
semiconductor substrate, FIGS. 22-25 describe and illustrate
a second spalling process in which pre-LEDs chiplets are
formed on a base semiconductor substrate prior to spalling,
FIGS. 26-28 describe and illustrate a third spalling process
in which pre-LED chiplets and discrete metal stressor struc-
tures are formed over base semiconductor substrate prior to
spalling, and FIGS. 29-32 describe and illustrate a fourth
spalling process in which discrete metal stressor structures
are formed over base semiconductor substrate prior to
spalling and the spalled material portions are then employed
in forming LEDs. The first and second spalling processes
shown in FIGS. 11-25 are non-selective spalling processes,
while the third and fourth spalling processes shown in FIGS.
26-32 are selective spalling processes.

Referring first to FIG. 18, there is illustrated a fourth
exemplary structure that can be employed in a first spalling
process of the present application. The exemplary structure
of FIG. 18 includes, from bottom to top, a base semicon-
ductor substrate 100, a metal stressor layer 102 and a handle
substrate 104. In the illustrated embodiment, the semicon-
ductor material that provides the base semiconductor sub-
strate 100 includes any semiconductor material that can be
used in LED fabrication such as, for example, a III-V
compound semiconductor material. In some embodiments,
the base semiconductor substrate 100 may be composed of
an intrinsic semiconductor material. In other embodiments,
the base semiconductor substrate 100 may be of first con-
ductivity type (i.e., it may contain an n-type or p-type dopant
therein). The base semiconductor substrate 100 may have a
thickness from 50 microns to 2 millimeters.

Next, the metal stressor layer 102 is formed on a surface
of the base semiconductor substrate 100. In the illustrated
embodiment, the metal stressor layer 102 is a continuous
layer that is formed over the entirety of the base semicon-
ductor substrate 100. The metal stressor layer 102 is com-
posed of a metal or metal alloy that can introduced a stress
into the base semiconductor substrate 100. Examples of
materials that can be used as the metal stressor layer 102
include, for examples, nickel, cobalt, iron or alloys thereof.
In one embodiment, the material that provides the metal
stressor layer 102 is composed of nickel.
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The metal stressor layer 102 can be formed utilizing a
deposition process such as, for example, chemical vapor
deposition, plasma ernhanced chemical vapor deposition,
physical vapor deposition, atomic layer deposition, sputter-
ing or plating. The metal stressor layer 102 has a thickness
that is sufficient to permit mechanically-assisted spalling of
the underlying base semiconductor substrate 100. In one
example, the metal stressor layer 102 may have a thickness
from 1000 nm to 30000 nm.

Handle substrate 104 is then formed on a physically
exposed surface of the metal stressor layer 102. The handle
substrate 104 typically has a length that extends beyond the
length of the underlying material stack of the base semicon-
ductor substrate 100 and the metal stressor layer 102. The
handle substrate 104 of this embodiment includes a releas-
able film such as, for example, a tape or an adhesive film.
The handle substrate 104 is used to guide crack propagation
in the base semiconductor substrate 100 induced by the
metal stressor layer 102 during spalling. The handle sub-
strate 104 can be formed on the physically exposed surface
of the metal stressor layer 102 by hand or mechanical means.

Referring now to FIG. 19, there is illustrated the fourth
exemplary structure shown in FIG. 18 after spalling in which
a spalled structure (100B, 102, 104) is provided. As is
shown, spalling removes an upper portion of the base
semiconductor substrate 100. The removed upper portion of
the base semiconductor substrate 100 is referred to herein as
a spalled semiconductor material portion 100B; the remain-
ing base semiconductor substrate 100 after spalling is
referred to herein as a base semiconductor material portion
100A.

In one embodiment, spalling includes pulling or peeling
the handle substrate 104 to remove the spalled structure
(100B, 102, 104). Spalling includes crack formation and
propagation within the base semiconductor substrate 100
induced by the metal stressor layer 102. In some embodi-
ments, spalling may be initiated at substantially room tem-
perature (i.e., 15° C. to 40° C.). In other embodiments,
spalling can be performed at a temperature from 100° C. and
below (it is possible to spall at temperatures below 0° C.). In
some embodiments, spalling can be initiated by lowering the
temperature at a fixed continuous rate. By “fixed continuous
rate” it is mean, for example, 20° C. per second utilizing an
electronically controlled cooling table or chamber. This
method of cooling allows one to reach a pre-specified
temperature at which user-defined spalling initiation can
induce a pre-determined spalling depth that may be different
than that dictated by mere structural parameters (i.c., stressor
layer stress and thickness, and fracture toughness of sub-
strate).

After spalling, and if not previously done, a dopant
(n-type or p-type) can be introduced into the spalled semi-
conductor material portion 100B by utilizing any well
known doping process such as, for example, gas phase
doping or ion implantation. The doping of the spalled
semiconductor material portion 100B may be performed
after mounting the spalled structure (1008, 102, 104) to a
temporary support substrate and removal of the handle
substrate 104 therefrom.

Referring now to FIG. 20, there is illustrated the spalled
structure (100B, 102, 104) of FIG. 19 after mounting the
spalled structure (100B, 102, 104) on a temporary support
substrate 106 and removing the handle substrate 104. The
removal of the handler substrate 104 may be performed prior
to, or after mounting of the spalled structure (1008, 102,
104) on the temporary support substrate 106. The handle
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substrate 104 can be removed by hand or mechanical means
so as to physically expose a surface of the metal stressor
layer 102.

The physically exposed surface of the spalled semicon-
ductor material portion 100B is then mounted to the tem-
porary support substrate 106 by adhesion. If not previously
done, doping of the spalled semiconductor material portion
100B can be performed after mounting to provide a first
conductivity type dopant to the spalled semiconductor mate-
rial portion 100B. In one embodiment, the temporary sup-
port substrate 106 may include a polymeric film that is laser
ablatable. In another embodiment, the temporary support
substrate 106 may be composed of a material that is dis-
solvable in a specific etchant.

Referring now to FIG. 21, there is illustrated the structure
shown in FIG. 20 after removing the metal stressor layer 102
and LED processing. The metal stressor layer 102 may be
removed utilizing a material removal process that is selec-
tive for removing a metal or metal alloy that provides the
metal stressor layer 102.

The LED processing forms LED chiplets, C1, of a first set
of LED chiplets that emit a first color on the temporary
support substrate 106. Each LED chiplet, C1, includes a first
semiconductor material layer 110 of a first conductivity
type, a second semiconductor material layer 112 of a second
conductivity type that is opposite from the first conductivity
type, and top contact structures 114A and 114B. As is shown,
top contact structure 114A is in direct contact with a topmost
surface of the second semiconductor material layer 112,
while the second top contact structure 114B is in direct
contact with a topmost surface of the first semiconductor
material layer 110.

Each LED chiplet, C1, of the first set of LED chiplets can
be formed by first introducing a dopant into an upper portion
of the spalled semiconductor material portion 100B such
that the upper portion of the spalled semiconductor material
portion has an opposite conductivity (i.e., second conduc-
tivity) than the first conductivity of the lower portion of the
spalled semiconductor material portion 100B; the upper
portion of the spalled semiconductor material portion 100B
is used in providing the second semiconductor material layer
112 of each chiplet C1, while the lower portion of the spalled
semiconductor material portion 100B is used in providing
the first semiconductor material layer 110 of each chiplet C1.
A p-n junction exists between the first and second semicon-
ductor material layers (110, 112). The material stack of the
first and second semiconductor materials having the oppo-
site conductivity type are then patterned to form the first and
second semiconductor material layers (100, 112). Patterning
may be achieved by lithography and etching.

Top contact structures 114A, 114B are then formed. The
top contact structures 114A; 114B may include any ohmic
metal or metal alloy. Examples of ohmic metals or metal
alloys that may be employed as the top contact structures
include nickel, gold, silver, cobalt, aluminum, titanium,
tungsten, palladium, platinum, or nickel silver. The top
contact structures 114A, 114B can be formed by deposition
of a blanket layer of an ohmic metal or metal alloy, followed
patterning the blanket layer of ohmic metal or metal alloy.
In one embodiment, patterning may be performed by lithog-
raphy and etching. The top contact structures 1144, 114B
have topmost surfaces that are typically coplanar with each
other.

Preselected chiplets, C1, shown in FIG. 21 can then be
transferred to a display substrate by releasing the preselected
chiplets, C1, from the temporary support substrate 106. The
release may include laser ablation or any other technique
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that is capable of releasing the preselected chiplets, C1, from
the temporary support substrate 106. The processing
described in FIGS. 18-21 may be repeated at least two more
times to form a second set of LED chiplets and a third set of
LED chiplets on the display substrate. As in the previous
embodiments, the first chiplets emit a first color, the second
chiplets emit a second color that differs from the first color,
and the third chiplets introduce a third color that is different
from both the first and second colors.

Referring now to FIG. 22, there is illustrated a fifth
exemplary structure that can be employed in the present
application. The exemplary structure of FIG. 22 includes a
plurality of pre-LED chiplets, PC1, located on a surface of
a base semiconductor substrate 100. The base semiconduc-
tor substrate 100 of this embodiment is the same as base
semiconductor substrate 100 mentioned in the previous
embodiment of the present application. Each pre-chiplet,
PC1, includes a semiconductor layer 120 of a second semi-
conductor material having a second conductivity that is
opposite the first conductivity type. The second semicon-
ductor material that provides semiconductor layer 120 may
be the same as, or different from, the semiconductor material
that provides the base semiconductor substrate 100 provided
that the second semiconductor material of the semiconductor
layer 120 can be used as a component of an LED.

The semiconductor layer 120 of each pre-chiplet, PCI1,
can be formed by epitaxially growing a blanket layer of the
second semiconductor material on the base semiconductor
substrate 100 via an epitaxial growth or deposition process.
The terms “epitaxially growing and/or depositing” and “epi-
taxially grown and/or deposited” mean the growth of a
semiconductor material on a deposition surface of a semi-
conductor material, in which the semiconductor material
being grown has the same crystalline characteristics as the
semiconductor material of the deposition surface. In an
epitaxial deposition process, the chemical reactants provided
by the source gases are controlled and the system parameters
are set so that the depositing atoms arrive at the deposition
surface of the semiconductor substrate with sufficient energy
to move around on the surface and orient themselves to the
crystal arrangement of the atoms of the deposition surface.
Therefore, an epitaxial semiconductor material has the same
crystalline characteristics as the deposition surface on which
it is formed. Examples of various epitaxial growth process
apparatuses that can be employed in the present application
include, e.g., rapid thermal chemical vapor deposition
(RTCVD), low-energy plasma deposition (LEPD), ultra-
high vacuum chemical vapor deposition (UHVCVD), atmo-
spheric pressure chemical vapor deposition (APCVD) and
molecular beam epitaxy (MBE). The temperature for epi-
taxial deposition typically ranges from 500° C. to 1100° C.
Although higher temperature typically results in faster depo-
sition, the faster deposition may result in crystal defects and
film cracking. The epitaxial growth of the blanket layer of
second semiconductor material can be performed utilizing
any well known precursor gas or gas mixture. Carrier gases
like hydrogen, nitrogen, helium and argon can be used. A
dopant that provides a second conductivity type to the
second semiconductor material may be added during the
epitaxial growth process or after epitaxial growth of the
second semiconductor material via gas phase doping or ion
implantation.

After providing the blanket layer of the second semicon-
ductor material, the blanket layer of the second semicon-
ductor material is then patterned to form a plurality of
semiconductor layers 120 on different portions of the base
semiconductor substrate 100.
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After providing the semiconductor layers 120, top contact
structures 114A, 114B are formed. Top contact structures
114A, 114B of this embodiment are the same as top contacts
formed in the previous embodiment of the present applica-
tion. Top contact structure 114 A contacts a topmost surface
of each semiconductor layer 120, while top contact structure
114B contacts a topmost surface of the base semiconductor
substrate 100.

Referring now to FIG. 23, there is illustrated the fifth
exemplary structure of FIG. 22 after forming a metal stressor
layer 102 laterally surrounding and located above each
pre-LED chiplet, PC1, and forming a handle substrate 104
on the metal stressor layer 102. The metal stressor layer 102
and the handle substrate 104 of this embodiment of the
present application are the same as the previous embodiment
of the present application.

Referring now to FIG. 24, there is illustrated the fifth
exemplary structure shown in FIG. 23 after spalling in which
a spalled structure (100B, PC1, 102, 104) is provided.
Spalling may be performed as in the previous embodiment
of the present application. After spalling and if not done
previously, a dopant of the first conductivity type can be
introduced into the spalled semiconductor material portion
100B of the spalled structure.

Referring now to FIG. 25, there is illustrated the spalled
structure (100B, PC1, 102, 104) of FIG. 24 after mounting
the spalled structure (1008, PC1, 102, 104) onto a temporary
support substrate 106, and removing the handle substrate
104 and the metal stressor layer 102. The handle substrate
104 can be removed prior to or after mounting. The handle
substrate 104 of this embodiment may be removed as
described in the first spalling process of the present appli-
cation. The mounting of the spalled structure may be per-
formed utilizing the technique mentioned in the first spalling
process. The temporary support substrate 106 used in this
embodiment is the same as the temporary support substrate
106 used in the first spalling process mentioned above. The
metal stressor layer 102 may be removed utilizing any
conventional material removal process.

After mounting and removing the handle substrate 104
and the metal stressor layer 102, the spalled semiconductor
material portion 100B of the first conductivity type is
patterned to form a bottom semiconductor material layer
100P of a LED chiplet, C1. Each LED chiplet includes the
bottom semiconductor layer 100P (of the first conductivity
type), the semiconductor layer 120 (of a second conductivity
type), and top contacts 114A, 114B.

Preselected chiplets, C1, shown in FIG. 25 can then be
transferred to a display substrate by releasing the preselected
chiplets, C1, from the temporary support substrate 106. The
release may include laser ablation or any other technique
that is capable of releasing the preselected chiplets, C1, from
the temporary support substrate 106. The processing
described in FIGS. 22-25 may be repeated at least two more
times to form a second set of LED chiplets and a third set of
LED chiplets on the display substrate. As in the previous
embodiments, the first chiplets emit a first color, the second
chiplets emit a second color that differs from the first color,
and the third chiplets introduce a third color that is different
from both the first and second colors.

Referring now to FIG. 26, there is illustrated a cross
sectional view of the fifth exemplary structure of FIG. 22
after forming discrete metal stressor structures 102P, each
discrete metal stressor structure 102P laterally surrounds and
is located above one of the pre-LED chiplets, PC1, and
forming a handle substrate 104 above each discrete metal
stressor structure 102P. The discrete metal stressor structures
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102P are formed by first forming a blanket layer of a metal
stressor material and thereafter the blanket layer of metal
stressor material is patterned. Patterning may be performed
by lithography and etching. The metal stressor material that
provides the blanket layer includes one of the stressor
materials mentioned above for metal stressor layer 102. The
blanket layer of metal stressor material may be formed
utilizing one of the deposition processes mentioned above
for forming metal stressor layer 102. The handle substrate
104 employed in this embodiment is the same as that
described above in the first spalling process.

Referring now to FIG. 27, there is illustrated the fifth
exemplary structure of FIG. 26 after spalling in which a
spalled structure (100B, 120, 114A, 114B, 102P, 104) is
provided. Spalling may be performed as in the previous
embodiment of the present application. After spalling and if
not done previously, a dopant of the first conductivity type
can be introduced into the spalled semiconductor material
portion 100B of the spalled structure.

Referring now to FIG. 28, there is illustrated the spalled
structure (100B, 120, 114A, 114B, 102P, 104) of FIG. 27
after mounting the spalled structure (100B, 120, 114A,
114B, 102P, 104) on a temporary support substrate, and
removing the handle substrate 104 and each discrete metal
stressor structure 102P. The handle substrate 104 can be
removed prior to or after mounting. The handle substrate
104 of this embodiment may be removed as described in the
first spalling process of the present application. The mount-
ing of the spalled structure may be performed utilizing the
technique mentioned in the first spalling process. The tem-
porary support substrate 106 used in this embodiment is the
same as the temporary support substrate 106 used in the first
spalling process mentioned above. The metal stressor struc-
tures 102P may be removed utilizing any conventional
material removal process.

Each LED chiplet includes a bottom semiconductor layer
(i.e., spalled semiconductor material portion 100B), the
semiconductor layer 120, and top contacts 114A, 114B.

Preselected chiplets, C1, shown in FIG. 28 can then be
transferred to a display substrate by releasing the preselected
chiplets, C1, from the temporary support substrate 106. The
release may include laser ablation or any other technique
that is capable of releasing the preselected chiplets, C1, from
the temporary support substrate 106. The processing
described in FIGS. 26-28 may be repeated at least two more
times to form a second set of LED chiplets and a third set of
LED chiplets on the display substrate. As in the previous
embodiments, the first chiplets emit a first color, the second
chiplets emit a second color that differs from the first color,
and the third chiplets introduce a third color that is different
from both the first and second colors.

Referring now to FIG. 29, there is illustrated a sixth
exemplary structure that can be employed in the present
application. The exemplary structure of FIG. 29 includes
discrete metal stressor structures 102P located on a surface
of a base semiconductor substrate 100 and a handle substrate
104 located atop each discrete metal stressor structure 102P.
The base semiconductor substrate 100, the discrete metal
stressor structures 102P, and the handle substrate 104 can be
composed of materials and can be formed utilizing tech-
niques mentioned above in the previous three spalling
embodiments.

Referring now to FIG. 30, there is illustrated the seventh
exemplary structure of FIG. 29 after spalling in which a
spalled structure (100B, 102P, 104) is provided. Spalling
may be performed as in the previous embodiment of the
present application. After spalling and if not done previ-
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ously, a dopant of the first conductivity type can be intro-
duced into the spalled semiconductor material pottion 100B
of the spalled structure.
Referring now to FIG. 31, there is illustrated the seventh
exemplary structure of FIG. 30 after mounting the spalled
structure (100B, 102P, 104) on a temporary support substrate
106, and removing the handle substrate 104 and each
discrete metal stressor structure (102P). The handle sub-
strate 104 can be removed prior to or after mounting. The
handle substrate 104 of this embodiment may be removed as
described in the first spalling process of the present appli-
cation. The mounting of the spalled structure may be pet-
formed utilizing the technique mentioned in the first spalling
process. The temporary support substrate 106 used in this
embodiment is the same as the temporary support substrate
106 used in the first spalling process mentioned above. The
metal stressor structures 102P may be removed utilizing any
conventional material removal process.
Referring now to FIG. 32, there is illustrated the seventh
exemplary structure of FIG. 31 after LED processing. The
LED processing forms LED chiplets, C1, of a first set of
LED chiplets on the temporary support substrate 106. Each
LED chiplet, C1, includes a first semiconductor material
layer 110 of a first conductivity type, a second semiconduc-
tor material layer 112 of a second conductivity type that is
opposite from the first conductivity type, and top contact
structures 114A and 114B. As is shown, top contact structure
114A is in direct contact with a topmost surface of the
second semiconductor material layer 112, while the second
top contact structure 114B is in direct contact with a topmost
surface of the first semiconductor material layer 110. The
LED processing used in this embodiment is the same as
mentioned above in forming the LEDs shown in FIG. 21.
The processing described in FIGS. 29-32 may be repeated at
least two more times to form a second set of LED chiplets
and a third set of LED chiplets on the display substrate. As
in the previous embodiments, the first chiplets emit a first
color, the second chiplets emit a second color that differs
from the first color, and the third chiplets introduce a third
color that is different from both the first and second colors.
While the present application has been particularly shown
and described with respect to preferred embodiments
thereof, it will be understood by those skilled in the art that
the foregoing and other changes in forms and details may be
made without departing from the spirit and scope of the
present application. It is therefore intended that the present
application not be limited to the exact forms and details
described and illustrated, but fall within the scope of the
appended claims.
What is claimed is:
1. A method of forming a structure, the method compris-
ing:
providing, in any order, a first structure containing a
plurality of spaced apart adhesive structures composed
of a photoimageable polymeric material on a surface of
arelease layer that is located on a handler substrate, and
a second structure containing a first set of LEDs on a
temporary support substrate;
first transferring a preselected number of LEDs of the first
set of LEDs to the first structure by adhering a physi-
cally exposed surface of each adhesive structure to one
of the preselected number of LEDs of the first set of
LEDs; and

second transferring the preselected number of LEDs of
the first set of LEDs from the first structure to a surface
of a display substrate, wherein the second transferring
includes contacting another physically exposed surface
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of each of the preselected number of LEDs of the first
set of LEDs to the surface of the display substrate and
removing the release layer.
2. The method of claim 1, wherein the release layer is a
laser ablatable material, and the removing the release layer
comprises laser ablation.
3. The method of claim 1, wherein the release layer is an
etchant dissolvable material, and the removing comprises
contacting the release layer with an etchant.
4. The method of claim 1, wherein the second transferring
also transfers each adhesive structure that is located on the
preselected number of LEDs of the first set of LEDs, and
wherein each adhesive structure is removed after the second
transferring.
5. The method of claim 1, wherein each LED of the first
set of LEDs emits a first color.
6. The method of claim 5, further comprising providing a
second set of LEDs that emit a second color that is different
from the first color and a third set of LEDs that emit a third
color that is different from both the first color and the second
color to the display substrate.
7. The method of claim 6, wherein the providing the
second set of LEDs comprises:
providing, in any order, another first structure containing
a plurality of spaced apart adhesive structures com-
posed of a photoimageable polymeric material on a
surface of a release layer that is located on a handler
substrate, and another second structure containing the
second set of LEDs on a temporary support substrate;

first transferring a preselected number of LEDs of the
second set of LEDs to the another first structure by
adhering a physically exposed surface of each adhesive
structure to one of the preselected number of LEDs of
the second set of LEDs; and
second transferring the preselected number of LEDs of
the second set of LEDs from the another first structure
to the display substrate, wherein the second transferring
includes contacting a physically exposed surface of
each of the preselected number of LEDs of the second
set of LEDs to the surface of the display substrate and
removing the release layer.
8. The method of claim 7, wherein the providing the third
set of LEDs comprises:
providing, in any order, yet another first structure con-
taining a plurality of spaced apart adhesive structures
composed of a photoimageable polymeric material on
a surface of a release layer that is located on a handler
substrate, and yet another second structure containing
the third set of LEDs on a temporary support substrate;

first transferring a preselected number of LEDs of the
third set of LEDs to the yet another first structure by
adhering a physically exposed surface of each adhesive
structure to one of the preselected number of LEDs of
the third set of LEDs; and

second transferring the preselected number of LEDs of

the third set of LEDs from the yet another first structure
to the display substrate, wherein the second transferring
includes contacting a physically exposed surface of
each of the preselected number of LEDs of the third set
of LEDs to the surface of the display substrate and
removing the release layer.

9. A method of providing a structure, the method com-
prising:

providing, in any order, a first structure containing a

release layer that is located on a handler substrate, and
a second structure containing a first set of LEDs on a
temporary support substrate, wherein an adhesive



wherein each adhesive structure is removed after the second
transferring.

asecond set of LEDs that emit a second color that is different
from the first color and a third set of LEDs that emit a third
color that is different from both the first color and the second

US 10,559,555 B2

21

structure composed of a photoimageable polymeric
material is located on a surface of a preselected number
of the LEDs of the first set of LEDs, and each adhesive
structure is spaced apart from one another;

first transferring the preselected number of LEDs of the 5
first set of LEDs to the release layer of the first structure
by adhering a physically exposed surface of each
adhesive structure to the release layer; and

second transferring the preselected number of LEDs of
the first set of LEDs from the first structure to a surface
of a display substrate, wherein the second transferring
includes contacting a physically exposed surface of
each of the preselected number of LEDs of the first set
of LEDs to the surface of the display substrate and
removing the release layer.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the release layer is a

laser ablatable material, and the removing the release layer

comprises laser ablation.

11. The method of claim 9, wherein the release layer is an

etchant dissolvable material, and the removing comprises

contacting the release layer with an etchant.

12. The method of claim 9, wherein the second transfer-

ring also transfers each adhesive structure that is located on

the preselected number of LEDs of the first set of LEDs, and
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13. The method of claim 9, wherein each LED of the first

set of LEDs emits a first color.

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising providing

color to the display substrate.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the providing the
second set of LEDs comprises providing, in any order,
another first structure containing a release layer that is

located on a handler substrate, and another second structure

containing the second set of LEDs on a temporary support
substrate, wherein an adhesive structure composed of a
photoimageable polymeric material is located on a surface
of a preselected number of the LEDs of the second set of

40

LEDs;

first transferring the preselected number of LEDs of the
second set of LEDs to the release layer of the another
first structure by adhering a physically exposed surface
of each adhesive structure to the release layer; and

second transferring the preselected number of LEDs of
the second set of LEDs from the another first structure
to the display substrate, wherein the second transferring
includes contacting a physically exposed surface of 50
each of the preselected number of LEDs of the second
set of LEDs to the surface of the display substrate and
removing the release layer.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the providing the

third set of LEDs comprises

providing, in any order, a yet another first structure
containing a release layer that is located on a handler
substrate, and yet another second structure containing
the third set of LEDs on a temporary support substrate,
wherein an adhesive structure composed of a photoim-
ageable polymeric material is located on a surface of a
preselected number of the LEDs of the third set of
LEDs;

first transferring the preselected number of LEDs of the
third set of LEDs to the release layer of the vet another
first structure by adhering a physically exposed surface
of each adhesive structure to the release layer; and
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second transferring the preselected number of LEDs of
the third set of LEDs from the yet another first structure
to the display substrate, wherein the second transferring
includes contacting a physically exposed surface of
each of the preselected number of LEDs of the third set
of LEDs to the surface of the display substrate and
removing the release layer.
17. A method of providing a structure, the method com-
prising:
providing, utilizing a spalling process in which crack
formation and propogation within a substrate is induced
by a metal stressor material, a first set of LED chiplets
on a surface of a temporary support substrate; and

transferring a predetermined number of LED chiplets of
the first set of LED chiplets to a display substrate by
releasing the predetermined number of LED chiplets
from the temporary support substrate.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein the temporary
support substrate is a laser ablatable material, and the
releasing comprises laser ablation.

19. The method of claim 17, wherein the temporary
support substrate is an etchant dissolvable material. and the
releasing comprises contacting the temporary support sub-
strate with an etchant.

20. The method of claim 17, wherein the spalling process
is a non-selective spalling process.

21. The method of claim 20, wherein the non-selective
spalling process comprises:

providing a material stack of a base semiconductor sub-

strate, a metal stressor layer, and a handler layer; and
removing an upper portion of the base semiconductor
substrate by pulling or peeling the handle substrate.

22. The method of claim 21, further comprising perform-
ing LED processing using a spalled material portion of the
base semiconductor substrate as semiconductor materials of
each LED chiplet.

23. The method of claim 21, wherein a first set of pre-LED
chiplets is located on the surface of the base semiconductor
substrate prior to the removing the upper portion of the base
semiconductor substrate, and wherein the spalled portion of
the base semiconductor material forms a lower semiconduc-
tor layer of each LED chiplet.

24. The method of claim 17, wherein the spalling process
is a selective spalling process.

25. The method of claim 24, wherein the selective spalling
process comprises:

providing a material stack of a base semiconductor sub-

strate, discrete metal stressor structures, and a handler
layer; and

removing an upper portion of the base semiconductor

substrate by pulling or peeling the handle substrate.

26. The method of claim 25, further comprising perform-
ing LED processing using a spalled material portion of the
base semiconductor substrate as semiconductor materials of
each LED chiplet.

27. The method of claim 24, wherein a first set of pre-LED
chiplets is located on the surface of the base semiconductor
substrate prior to the removing the upper portion of the base
semiconductor substrate and each pre-LED chiplet is later-
ally surrounded by one of the discrete metal stressor struc-
tures, and wherein the spalled portion of the base semicon-
ductor material forms a lower semiconductor layer of each
LED chiplet.

28. The method of claim 17, wherein each LED chiplet of
the first set of LED chiplets emits a first color.

29. The method of claim 28, further comprising providing
a second set of LED chiplets that emit a second color that is
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different from the first color and a third set of LED chiplets
that emit a third color that is different from both the first
color and the second color to the display substrate.
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